Plastic Waste Awareness & Recycling Campaign

Venue: Narayanganj City Corporation auditorium & City Park
Date: 11 & 12 March 2026

Organized by: Practical Action
PRINT, ELECTRONIC, ONLINE & MULTIMEDIA COVERAGE
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Plastic pollution awareness prog held in Narayanganj

Published : Friday, 13 March, 2026 at 12:00 AM

Our Correspondent @ @ @ 0

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 12: Narayanganj City Corporation, in collaboration with the environmental
organisation Practical Action, organised a two-day awareness programme on March 11-12 to promote

proper plastic waste management and environmental protection.

Speaking at the prize distribution ceremony held on March 12 in the Narayanganj City Corporation
conference room, City Corporation Administrator Meohammad Sakhawat Hossain Khan said, the
Shitalakkhya River was once so clean that its water was compared to coconut water.

Many residents even drank directly from the river about 30-35 years ago. However, due to severe
pollution, the river has now become foul-smelling, and fish resources have nearly disappeared.

He noted that even 10-15 years ago fishermen could still catch fish from the river, but the situation has
deteriorated significantly. "We must work together to restore the river to its previous condition,” he said.

The event was chaired by Md. Nur Kutubul Alam, Chief Executive Officer of Narayanganj City
Corporation, while Ishrat Shabnam, Country Director of Practical Action, attended as special guest. The
program was moderated by city planner Moinul Islam.

For nearly three decades, Practical Action has been working to strengthen community resilience to
climate change, environmental degradation, and pollution while promoting sustainable waste
management practices.

As part of the initiative, an awareness meeting was held with sanitation workers on the first day. Essay
writing, drawing, and photography competitions were also organised for students at Narayanganj City
Park to raise awareness about waste management. Four waste bins were installed in the park as part of
the campaign.

Ishrat Shabnam highlighted the growing threat of micro-plastic pollution, noting that plastic particles
are now being found in fish, human fetuses, and even in the human brain. She stressed the importance

of reducing plastic use and promoting recycling.

Organisers said Practical Action will continue working aeross the country to ensure proper plastic use
and effective waste management to protect the environment for future generations.
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Practical Action holds awareness progs on plastic waste
use

Sl Commapendant ™) 14 March, 2006, 0108
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Under the project, People’s Adaptatian Plans for inclusive, Cimate-Resitent Urban Service Delvery in Narayangan) City

the programmes held on Wednesday and Thussday, « a press release on Friday

On the: first day of the programme, an awareness discussion meetng was held with the ceaniness workers of Narayanganj City

Corporation. As part of the programme, essay, drawing, and pholography competitions were arganised at Narayangan) City Park o

increase iudents’ awareness in wasle management. On that day, four waste bins were peovde Narayanganj City Park

On the second day, prizes were dstributed to the students, The event was held n the conference room of Nara gan) N Bhaban

Under the chainmanship of the chiefl executive officer of Narayanganj City Corparation, Md Nur Kutubal Alam, chief guest at the prize

on, Moharsnad Sakhawat Hossain Khan and =

drministrator of Narayanganj City Corpor:

Quest was

distnbulion cerermaony was

country director of Practical Action, khrat Shak
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Today, to cross the Shitalakhya River, one has o ooss holding the nose. Because, the water has become =o foul smelling. Shilalakhya
was full of fish resowrces. Bul today there is no fish. Even 10-15 years ago, fishermen used to catch fish. We have (o bring back that

siluation, he said.

Mentioning that plastic has enlered intc

efect= or complelely elminale them,

y our sockety's daily activities, he said, ‘We all kave io work ipgether on how to reduce its adverse

Israt Shabnam said, ‘In Marayangan's dimale-changing siluation, the risks we see, there the nole of waste management is in making our

lwves unbearable. We cannot saee our fvers. We have pulled plastic so close in our [Bestyle thal nature has moved away.”
She added, ‘We have to be aware in u=ing plastic. However, plastic should be seen not only as waste but also as a resource.

The Practical Action has been working for almost three decades (o0 ensure proper waste management (o increase the resiience of the
peneral public in combating various impacis ansing from dimate change, natural degradation and pollution and (o protect the

ervimnmental balance.

Pualythene and plaslic-type products are seversly damaging our ervironment. Single-use polythene and plastic, afler one use, start

spreading micraplastics. Themelore, plastic thrown into water is found in the stomach of fish, in the mother's womb and even in the brain.

To prevent microplastic pollution, Practical Action is creating pyrolysis ol and various plastic prodwcts (o ersure plastic recyding and
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The Shitalakkhya River used to be rich in fish resources, but today there are hardly

any fish there, said Narayanganj City Corporation (NCC) Administrator Advocate
Sakhawat Hossain Khan.

He made these remarks on Thursday at a discussion meeting on raising awareness about
plastic waste management organised by the environmental organisation Practical Action
at the conference room of the Nagar Bhaban.

“Qur future generations are already cursing us. If we fail to take action now, they will
curse us even more. Therefore, awareness programs must be carried out in different
areas of Narayanganj,” he added.

Ten to fifteen years ago, fishermen regularly caught fish in the river.
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To restore that situation, we are currenfly excavating a camal, where tons of plastic bags
have been found. NCC has previously taken various initiatives regarding plastic
management. Urgent steps will be taken to prevent plastic pollution in Narayanganj.”

He further said that plastic has become a part of our daily lives. It is not possible to
completely eliminate it from sodety at this moment. However, evervone must work
together to reduce or eliminate its harmful effects.

Practical Action Country Director Ishrat Shabmam said, “INarayanganj faces significant
risks due to climate change. Waste management is directly affecting our lives. If we fail
to save our rivers, we will face serious consequences.”

She also said that the use of plastic in daily life has increased so much that nature is
gradually moving away from us. Microplastics have now become so widespread that
they are even being found in humamn embryos and brains.

Therefore, people must become more aware about the use of plastic. However, plastic
should not only be seen as waste but also as a recyclable resource.

The mesting was presided over by NCC Chief Executive Officer Md. Nur Kutubul Alam
and moderated by urban planmer Meoirl Islam. Special guests included NCC
Supervising Engineer Md. Azgar Hossain, co-founder of Naravanganj Photographic
Club and photographer Joy K. Roy Chowdhury, and founder of Mein Foundation and
artist Muntasir Moin, among others.

Experts suggest that to tackle microplastic pollution and ensure recyding and reuse of
plastic, Practical Action is producing pyrolysis oil and various plastic-based products.

As part of the project titled “People’s Adaptation Planming for Climate-Fesilient Urban
Services,” awareness programs on plastic waste management were organized on March
11 and 12. On the first day, a discussion meeting was held with NCC sanitation workers.

In addition, essay writing, painting, and photography competitions for students were
organized at Narayvanganj City Park. On Thursday, the NCC administrator distributed
certificates and prizes among the winners.
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Practical Action steps up plastic waste drive in Narayanganj

@ Publish: 14 March, 2026 16:32
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ACTION

Practical Action has been working for nearly three decades to promote proper waste
management in an effort to strengthen public resilience against the effects of climate

change, environmental degradation and pollution, while helping protect ecological
balance.

The organisation said polythene and plastic products are causing severe environmental
harm, with single-use plastic beginning to spread microplastics after just one use. It said
plastic dumped in water is now being found in fish, human fetuses and even the brain.

To help tackle microplastic pollution, Practical Action said it is producing pyrolysis oil and
a range of recycled plastic products to support plastic recycling and reuse.
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As part of that effort, the organisation, in collaboration with Narayanganj City
Corporation, organised a special programme on March 11 and 12 under the project
“People’s Adaptation Plans for Inclusive, Climate-Resilient Urban Service Delivery in
Narayanganj City Corporation” to raise awareness about plastic waste use,

On the first day, an awareness discussion was held with Narayanganj City Corporation
sanitation workers. Essay, drawing and photography competitions were also organised at
Narayanganj City Park to raise awareness among students about waste management, and
four waste bins were installed at the park.

On the second day, prizes were distributed to participating students at a ceremony held in
the conference room of Narayanganj Nagar Bhaban.

The event was chaired by Narayanganj City Corporation Chief Executive Officer Md Nur
Kutubul Alam. The chief guest was Narayanganj City Corporation Administrator
Mohammad Sakhawat Hossain Khan, while Practical Action Country Director Ishrat
Shabnam attended as special guest. The programme was conducted by Narayanganj City
Corporation urban planner Moinul Islam,

Addressing the event, Sakhawat Hossain said the water of the Shitalakkhya River had once
been compared with coconut water and was even used for drinking by many people in
Narayanganj, but had now become so foul-smelling that people had to hold their noses
while crossing it. He said the river had once been rich in fish, and that the lost condition
needed to be restored.

He said plastic had become part of everyday life and could not simply be removed from
society, but added that everyone had to work together to reduce or eliminate its harmful
effects. He also said future generations would blame the present one if Narayanganj and
its residents could not be protected from plastic pollution, and called for similar
awareness programmes in other parts of the city.

Ishrat Shabnam said climate-related risks in Narayanganj were being worsened by poor
waste management and that the growing use of plastic had pushed nature further away.
She said microplastics were now being found in human fetuses and the brain, and
stressed that plastic should be seen not only as waste but also as a resource.

The organisers said Practical Action remains committed to ensuring proper plastic use and
effective waste management and will continue such work across the country.
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Practical Action Launches Plastic Waste Awareness in
Narayanganj

Practical Action in Bangladesh has been working for almost three decades to ensure proper

waste management to increase the resilience of the general public in combating various
impacts arising from climate change, natural degradation, and pollution, and to protect the

environmental balance.
Polythene and plastic-type products are severely damaging our environment. Single-use

polythene and plastic, after one use, start spreading microplastics. Therefore, plastic thrown
into water is found in the stomach of fish, in the mother's womb, and even in the brain.

To prevent microplastic pollution, Practical Action in Bangladesh is creating pyrolysis oil and
various plastic products to ensure plastic recycling and reuse.
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In continuation of this, under the project People’s Adaptation Plans for Inclusive, Climate-

Resilient Urban Service Delivery in Marayangan) City Corporation, in collabaoration with
Marayangan) City Corporation, the environmental organization Practical Action has undertaken
a special program on 11 and 12 March to increase awarenass on plastic waste use.

On the first day of the program, an awareness discussion meeting was held with the
cleanliness workers of Narayangan] City Corporation. As part of the program, essay, drawing,
and photography competiions were organized at Narayangan) City Park to increase students’
awareness in waste management. On that day, 4 waste bins were provided at Narayangan)
City Parle.

On the second day, 12 March, prizes were distributed to the students. The event was held in
the conference room of Narayangan) Magar Bhaban.

Under the chairmanship of the Chief Executive Officer of Marayangan City Corporation, Md.
MNur Kutubul Alam, the chief quest at the prize distribution ceremony was the Administrator of
Marayangan) City Corporation, Mohammad Sakhawat Hossain Khan, The special guest was
the Country Director of Practical Action, Ishrat Shabnam.

The program was conducted by the Urban Planner of Marayangan) City Corporation, Moinul
Islam.

Masik Administrator Sakhawat Hossain said, "30-35 years ago we used to compare the water
of the Shitalakhya River with coconut water. And many in Narayangan] used to drink the water
of Shitalakhya. Today, t0 cross the Shitalakhya River, one has to cross holding the nose.
Because the water has become so foul-smelling. Shitalakhya was full of fish resources. But
today there is no fish. Even 10-15 years ago, fishermen used to hunt fish. We hawve to bring
back that situation. This program is to bring back that situation.”

He said, "Plastic has entered into our society's daily activiies. Mow if we say, we cannot
remove it from society. However, we all have to work together on how to reduce its adverse
effects or completely eliminate them.”
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The administrator said, "One day the next generation will come. Now the generation is cursing
us. The next generation will curse even more if we cannot protect this city, the residents of
Marayanganj from plastic. Therefore, | think such awareness programs can be taken in varnous
places in Narayanganj. To remove plastc waste from our Marayanganj, all of us have to be

awdare.

Practical Action in Bangladesh Country Director ISrat Shabnam said, "In Marayangan's climate-
changing situation, the risks we see, there the role of waste management is in making our lives
unbearable. We cannot save our rivers. We have pulled plastic so close in our lifestyle that
nature has moved away. Microplastics are so much that they are found in human fetuses, in the
brain. Therefore, we have to be aware in using plastic. However, plastic should be seen not
only as waste but also as a resource.”

The organizers informed, "Practical Action is committed t0 ensuring the proper use of plastic

and proper waste management. Keeping this confinuity intact, the organization will continue to

work nationwide.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ElwtnGRaFJc
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Practical Action Launches Plastic Waste Awareness in Narayangan).... See more
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https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1DsUZKUdSw
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