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Kashef Mahboob Chowdhury (left) said the book draws on nearly two decades of experience working on climate-
sensitive social projects. Photo: TBS

A book, 'Meditations in Entropy', written by renowned Bangladeshi
architect and Aga Khan Award recipient Kashef Mahboob Chowdhury, was
unveiled at the Crown Plaza Ballroom in Gulshan of the capital today (31
January).

Addressing the event, he said the book draws on nearly two decades of experience

working on climate-sensitive social projects.



The architect explained that the book focuses on current climate crises, design
strategies under budget constraints, the use of light and shadow as primary design
tools, rural-oriented thinking, and initiatives encouraging a return to villages
amidst urban migration. It also reflects on his experience with small-scale social

projects.

"This book is not a celebration of architectural forms; rather, it is a reflection of a
process -- where architecture emerges from restraint, context, and empathy," he

said, summarising the ideas and perspectives behind the book.

Published by Switzerland-based Park Books, the book is the first comprehensive
monograph on the work of Kashef Chowdhury. Spanning over 500 pages, it
documents nearly 30 years of architectural practice through sketches, designs,
photographs, and analytical essays. The book also chronicles the history of 18
realised projects across various scales and typologies.

Internationally acclaimed architectural photographer Helen Bin contributed to
photographs, while critical essays by Kenneth Frampton, William JR Curtis, Robert
McCarter, Ainun Nishat, and Philip Ursprung are also included.

Education Adviser Professor Abrar said Chowdhury's work demonstrates how
architecture can engage deeply with social and environmental realities, responding
intelligently and sensitively to challenges posed by climate change and
urbanisation.

Switzerland Ambassador to Bangladesh Reto Ringli, climate expert Professor Ainun
Nishat, eminent architect Professor Shamsul Wares, the Institute of Architects
Bangladesh President Dr Abu Said M Ahmed, architects, educators, urban
planners, students, and cultural figures, among others, were present at the

unveiling ceremony.
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Architecture, for Kashef Mahboob Chowdhury, has never been about spectacle. He says,
“The last thing the world needed was another architecture book.” He wanted to focus on
what feeling this book could arouse within people and thus, the journey started in 2019.
That philosophy came into sharp focus at the launch of “Meditations in Entropy: The
Work of Kashef Chowdhury / URBANA”, a comprehensive monograph reflecting on nearly
three decades of architectural practice.



The book was launched today evening at the Crowne Plaza Ballroom in Gulshan-2, Dhaka,
at an event organised by Archiconnect and attended by architects, academics, planners,
students, cultural figures and members of the media, marking a significant moment for
contemporary architectural discourse in Bangladesh.

The evening opened with introductory remarks from Md Abrar Masum, co-founder of
Archiconnect. He was followed by Dr Salahuddin Ahmed, founder of CARSA Foundation,
who spoke about the cultural and scholarly value of recording architectural practices
from the Global South within a global framework. Wahiduzzaman Ratul, senior architect
at URBANA, then provided insight into the firm’s evolving design philosophy and long-
term engagement with context-driven architecture.

Speaking at the event, Kashef Mahboob Chowdhury, the Aga Khan Award-winning
architect and principal of URBANA, reflected on nearly thirty years of practice shaped by
ecological vulnerability and social responsibility. He noted that in regions such as
Bangladesh, architecture must move beyond form and aesthetics to respond
meaningfully to climate pressures, human resilience and place.

Pp—
1 January, 2026

Cromne Paza Ratlroom
Dorern Tower
G/A Noeth Avenus
Culsdan -2, Dhak




“This book is not a celebration of objects, but a reflection on processes—on how
architecture emerges from restraint, context and empathy,” Chowdhury said, briefly
outlining the ideas that informed the publication.

He added that the book opens with an image by Héléne Binet, one of the world’s most
influential architectural photographers, setting the tone for a publication rooted in
human experience rather than architectural self-assertion.

Published by Park Books of Zurich, “Meditations in Entropy” is the first full monograph
on Chowdhury’s work. The 500-plus-page volume documents thirty years of practice
through sketches, drawings, photographs and reflective texts, featuring eighteen realised
projects across diverse typologies. Photography by internationally renowned
architectural photographer Héléne Binet anchors the book visually, while critical essays
by leading architectural thinkers including Kenneth Frampton, William J R Curtis, Robert
McCarter, Ainun Nishat, and Philip Ursprung situate the work within broader global
conversations.

Professor Dr Chowdhury Rafiqul Abrar, honourable adviser to the Ministry of Education,
attended the programme as Chief Guest, while Reto Renggli, Ambassador of Switzerland
to Bangladesh, joined as Guest of Honour.

Guest speakers including Dr Ainun Nishat, Professor Shamsul Wares and Dr Abu Sayeed
M Ahmed highlighted the publication’s significance as a critical architectural document—
one that positions Bangladeshi practice within global discourse while remaining firmly
rooted in local realities.

At a time when environmental uncertainty increasingly defines the built world,
“Meditations in Entropy” offers an important reminder that architecture’s most enduring
strength may lie not in excess, but in attentiveness, humility and care.
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Kashefl Chowdhury, whose firm URBANA has garnered international recognition, used the platform to delve into the evolution of his pro-
fessional journey spanning almost three decades.

He articulated how his designs are profoundly influenced by the demands of ecological fragility and socictal obligations, particularly in a
context like Bangladesh, where environmental factors play a pivotal role. Emphasizing that effective architecture transcends mere visual
appeal or structural elements, he advocated for solutions that thoughtfully address climatic stresses, the endurance of communities, and
the unique characteristics of specific locales.

Describing the monograph’s purpose, Chowdhury explained that it serves as an examina-
tion of developmental journeys rather than a mere showcase of completed structures. He
elaborated on the foundational principles driving the book’s creation, rooted in principles
of moderation, situational awareness, and compassionate engagement with
surroundings.

Issued by the esteemed Swiss publisher Park Books based in Zurich, this publication rep-
resents the inaugural in-depth compilation of Chowdhury's contributions. Spanning over
500 pages, it chronicles three decades of his endeavours via an array of sketches, techni-
cal illustrations, captured images, and introspective narratives. The volume spotlights 18
completed undertakings encompassing a wide range of building categories, enriched by
visuals from celebrated architectural photographer Héléne Binel. It also incorporates ana-
lytical contributions from distinguished scholars, including Kenneth Frampton, William J.
R Curtis, Robert McCarter, Ainun Nishat, and Philip Ursprung,.

The ceremony drew notable dignitaries, with Professor C R Abrar, Honorable Advisor to the Ministry of Education, presiding as the chief
guest. The event was further honoured by the presence of His Excellency Mr. Reto Renggli, Ambassador of Switzerland to Bangladesh,
who attended as Guest of Honour,




In his remarks, Professor Abrar highlighted the value of design philosophies firmly anchored in societal and ecological contexts, praising
Chowdhury's portfolio as an exemplary model of adapting to the pressing issues posed by global warming and rapid urban expansion

Additional perspectives were offered by a panel of esteemed speakers: Dr. Ainun Nishat, an authority on environmental shifts and hydro
logical management; Professor Shamsul Wares, a respected figure in both architectural practice and education; and Dr. Abu Sayeed M
Ahmed, who leads the Institute of Architects Bangladesh, Their contributions focused on the monegraph’s role as an essential reference
that integrates Bangladeshi architectural innovations into broader international conversations, all while staying true to indigenous
conditions

The event was attended by a diverse audience comprising leading professionals in architecture, educators, urban planners, emerging stu
dents, influential personalities from the arts, and journalists. This convergence not only celebrated the relcase but also signified a pivotal
advancement in the ongoing dialogue surrounding modern architecture within Bangladesh, fostering deeper appreciation for designs
that harmonize with both human needs and natural imperatives.

Written By Anonno Aziz Nibir
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Architect Kashef Chowdhury Unveils Climate-Responsive Monograph

# Anonno Aziz Nibir
& wie B 24

© swfs; 303y ¢ Wt 2oas

In a gathering that underscored the intersection of environmental challenges and innovative design, acclaimed Bangladeshi architec
Mahboob Chowdhury, recipient of the prestigious Aga Khan Award, presented insights into his career during the debut of his mo
Meditations in Entropy: The Work of Kashef Chowdhury / URBANA. The event, hosted by Archiconnect, took place on the eveningwof €

January 31, at the Crowne Plaza Ballroom in Dhaka.

Kashef Chowdhury, whose firm URBANA has garnered international recognition, used the platform to delve into the evolution of his pro:
journey spanning almos! three decades. He articulated how his designs are profoundly influenced by the demands of ecological frag
societal obligations, particularly in a context like Bangladesh where environmental factors play a pivotal role. Emphasizing that
architecture transcends mere visual appeal or structural elements, he advocated for solutions that thoughtfully address climatic stres
endurance of communities, and the unique characteristics of specific locales.



Describing the monegraph's purpose, Chowdhury explained that it serves as an examination of developmental journeys rather than
showcase of completed structures. He elaborated on the foundational principles driving the book’s creation, rooted in principles of mo
situational awareness, and compassionate engagement with surroundings.

Issued by the esteemed Swiss publisher Park Books based in Zurich, this publication represents the inaugural in-depth compi
Chowdhury’s contributions. Spanning over 500 pages, it chronicles three decades of his endeavors via an array of sketches, '
illustrations, captured images, and introspective narratives. The volume spotlights 18 completed undertakings encompassing a wide
building categories, enriched by visuals from celebrated architectural photographer Héléne Binet. It also incorporates analytical contributi
distinguished scholars including Kenneth Frampton, William J. R. Curtis, Robert McCarter, Ainun Nishat, and Philip Ursprung.

The ceremony drew notable dignitaries, with Professor C R Abrar, Honorable Advisor to the Ministry of Education, presiding as the chi
The event was further honoured by the presence of His Excelliency Mr. Reto Renggli, Ambassador of Switzerland to Bangladesh, who
as Guest of Honour. In his remarks, Professor Abrar highlighted the value of design philosophies firmly anchored in sccietal and e
contexts, praising Chowdhury's portfolio as an exemplary model of adapting to the pressing issues posed by global warming and rap
expansion.

Additional perspectives were offered by a panel of esteemed speakers: Dr. Ainun Nishat, an authority on environmental shifts and hyc
management; Professor Shamsul Wares, a respected figure in both architectural practice and education; and Dr. Abu Sayeed M Ahm
leads the Institute of Architects Bangladesh, Their contributions focused on the monograph's role as an essential reference that ir
Bangladeshi architectural innovations into broader international conversations, all while staying true to indigenous conditions.

The event was attended by a diverse audience comprising leading professionals in architecture, educators, urban planners, emerging ¢
influential personalities from the arts, and journalists. This convergence not only celebrated the release but also signified a pivotal advanc

the ongoing dialogue surrounding modern architecture within Bangladesh, fostering deeper appreciation for designs that harmonize v
human needs and natural imperatives.
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